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trading. In 1814 Lord Castlereagh attempted to
obtain from France some agreement by which traffic
in slaves would be made impossible, but he was un-
able to secure any really satisfactory commitment.
When the Powers assembled at the Congress of
Vienna in 1815, they were willing to denounce the
Slave Trade " as inconsistent with the principles of
humanity and universal morality/' but unfortu-
nately they were entirely unwilling to agree to any
enforcement of sanctions against it.
Napoleon, on his return from Elba, in 1815, im-
mediately decreed the abolition of the Slave Trade
throughout France and her possessions, but this
meant comparatively little, for the means of enforc-
ing the prohibition of the trade on the part of France
were very deficient. In August 1814 the Duke of
Wellington had proposed to Talleyrand the reciprocal
grant of permission to ships of war of each nation to
visit merchant vessels north of the Equator, in order
to search for slaves, but Talleyrand entirely refused
to consider the idea.
Castlereagh made yet another attempt in 1818,
during a Conference of the Maritime Powers in
London. He laid before them evidence that the
traffic in slaves had assumed greater dimensions
since the Declaration of the Congress of Vienna,
owing to the cessation of Great Britain's right to
search, and he proposed that the Powers should
enter into an agreement mutually to concede to
their ships of war the right to search for contraband